
From Party to Pedagogy: transitions.



Note to my younger self; 
you are more powerful than you know.



The party life chose Young Alvin. Late night and 
early mornings led to him knowing so many people.



Although the party life was exciting, Young Alvin 
never forgot his dream of becoming a teacher. He 

was inspired by a class he took in high school. 



Meanwhile, Young Alvin chose to continue to party 
and along the way become legendary. To the point 
where everyone has a Young Alvin story to tell.



Every year on campus, Young Alvin saw his former 
teachers from that high school class. Every year, they 

would ask when he would teach with them. Yet 
every year Young Alvin said he was not ready.



Until his last year of college, Young Alvin decided to 
finally join them. Balancing other responsibilities was 

not easy, he was stretched thin.



Being new, everything was unfamiliar and intimidating 
making his feel disconnected and lost. It was not easy 

for Young Alvin to get used to all the new things.



However, Young Alvin made friends and began to learn 
how to become a better teacher. 



That year kicked his butt and made him question life. 
He was uncomfortable in the classroom and felt like 

he made a mistake.



He felt like he was a "bad" teacher and wanted to 
quit. It was hard for Young Alvin to sit with his 
emotions because he had a lot to sort through.



Unpacking how he felt allowed Young Alvin to find the 
confidence to continue. His got his first teaching job 
was working for an elementary after school program.



It was not an easy job. One time the school 
psychologist found Young Alvin crying in his classroom.



Seeing that Young Alvin was overwhelmed, the school 
psychologist helped him calm down. She let Young 
Alvin know that he was doing a good job and his 

students cared about him.



With her supportive words and belief in himself. Young 
Alvin sought to find knowledge in his reflections and 

connecting with others on how to get better.



With a lot of processing and letting go 
Young Alvin became Mr. Goobs. A Cool 

teacher with the quickest of wit and 
vernacular.



To become legit, Mr. Goobs got his 
master’s degree and accumulated 

student debt. While feeling like an 
imposter throughout the whole 

journey.



However, Mr. Goobs got through. Being 
as a first generation, Filipino immigrant 
who couldn't speak English, Navigated 

a system in a different language is 
something he is proud of.



For mr. goobs, There has been so many 
accomplishments but still many 

dreams. He could not have done it 
without the support from others and 

belief in himself.




